INTRODUCTION
This survey of Asian cultures ranges from the ] to the Yellow River and covers a period of five thous from Noah to nineteenth-century Mandalay. It de accurate detail, both from contemporary sources ; the reports of the latest available archaeological ex the artistic treasures of some of the greatest states, < temples the world has ever seen, and gives a compellin of the daily lives, the hopes and the fears of many of 01 ancestors, for some of these people were the very fo our Western civilisation.
There is a strange sense of unity in this survey, c< the idea of the "god on a mountain" who may be re in any one of the various types of tower from the Bz ziggurat to the Chinese pagoda. To assist our unde of the art and architecture of the periods he desa author has included a brief account of certain aspe< Islamic and Buddhist religions and the Chinese ana